EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY DRESS

time to time.   The most striking and noticeable alteration
in fashion was in the hairdressing.

Between 1710 and 1740 these changes were slight but
nevertheless noticeable, and it is often from these alterations
that, in pictures and prints, a gown otherwise undated can
be definitely placed.

By 1715 the hair was generally packed away, in-
conspicuously, and probably often cut short so that it
should make a suitably small head to top the gigantic,
hooped skirts. A curious feature of these hooped skirts
is that each time the fashion for farthingales, hoops, or
crinolines arrived, the style of head-dress assumed a
compact and bijou effect in almost ridiculous contrast to
the excessive width beneath. During the 'thirties the ends
of the hair were often arranged to form small curls which
covered the back of the head; the size of the cap was
definitely larger, and by the 'forties it had obtained the pro-
portions of a mob-cap. Curls were now generally visible,
and, during the 'forties, ringlets were frequently worn,
peeping out in clusters beneath the large pseudo-peasant
hat, which in its turn was worn over a cap. A temporary
and charming informality in hairdressing was fostered by
the craze in the French Court for imitating the simplicity
of styles worn by shep-
herds and shepherdesses.
It was during the 'fifties
that women began to
follow the masculine
fashion for powdering
the hair, and a more
definite and formal style

of hairdressing inspired              (1740)         C1??0)

the first genius among                       Fig. 47
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